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became that very night pregnant with Shamuil. When
that infant was born, and the time of sucking had elapsed,
she brought Shamuil to A'ali, whose service he entered,
and was engaged in doing duty in the Holy House, in
devotions, and in the study of the Mosaic Law, until the
time when he received his mission.

It is related that one night, when he was in a state
between waking and sleeping, he heard someone calling
out to him. He thought it was the Emam A'ali, arose,
and hastened to him,50 but the latter told him to return
to his place. The call was, however, thrice repeated to
Shamuil, who went to A'ali, but the latter ordered him,
if he again heard the voice, to remain in his place, to
answer, and quickly to report what he had heard. When
Shamuil heard the voice for the fourth time he said : ' I
hear and obey/51 Then the allocution of the Almighty
was addressed to him as follows : ' 0 excellent servant of
the Lord of Glory:

Yerses: Be certain that in this garden blooms

A flower ; and, like thee, no other will bloom ;

From My bounty I granted thee dominion,

Namely, the boast and glory of prophecy.

I have appointed it to guide thy knowledge ;

I have raised thy banner to the mission.

Go now to the Emam A'ali,

Report to him these words :

The Lord asks thee, oh erring man,

Why neglectest thou the way of God ?

The prophetic office has been given to thee,

Superiority over others bestowed upon thee,

To execute the orders and commands,

And not to omit one iota of them,

Not to veil the way of truth in the faith,

Not to be partial in thy prayers.

Now to please thy sons,

For thy dignity and connection,

Why hast thou concealed the true way ?

Why hast thou striven to change the law ?

Since thou knowest not their acts,

Why hast thou complied with them ?

So that at last malice and vanity became dear,

The professors of truth and intelligence became base,

60 1 Samuel, ch. iii.

51 Ibid., ch. iii. 10 :' Then Samuel answered, Speak, for Thy servant
heareth.'